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Birds down Mt Washington
By VASITI RITOVA

he bird protectors are over in
Mount Washington too.

There are many pretty birds in Kadavu
and the protectors a,re right in the thick
forest,, up and down Mount Washington in
Nabukelevu to fence ofJ critical areas that
would shield the beautifill Kadavu birds
from predators.

And the Darwin Initiative is playing a
major role in it,

Mount Washington was identified as an
Important Bird Area (IBA) because of its
importance and iconic iclentity to Kadavu.

It supports extensive old-growth forest
and ha,s four species of biril endemic to
Kadavu flying all over its forest area.

"The forest is threatened because small
scale agriculture has been increasingly
impinging on the forested area," says a
statement from Birdlife International.
"The main reason is that farming on the
steep.slopes is not sustainable due to
erosion and new gardens are constantly
being cut from the forest."

The Birdlife Fiji Team has worked with
communities to tie a forest protection
agreement in to training and support for
sustainable agricult ,ural practices that
reduces bhe pressure on the forest.

It involved a lot of replanting around
the village boundaries and everything
from sandalwood and grass was planted.

"This is a new approach for d.eveloping
protected areas in Fiji" explains James
Millett, Senior Technical Advisor to the
Birdlife Pacific Division.

"Importantly it has raised a great deal
of interest from the communities because
it is practical and clearly linked to
sustainable village incomes and reduces
the pressure on their forest resources" he
added.

A three day sustainable agriculture and
forest protection workshop was organised
by Birdlife International's Conservation
Officers Tuverea Tuamoto and Mere Valu
with support of the Government of Fiji and
the Secretariat of the Pacific Community.

The workshop was opened by the newly
appointecl Roko Tui Kadavu (Executive
Head of the Provincial Council), Ratu

Vunilagi Dawai.
The workshop focused tbeoretical

training on a number of key areas and then
put teaching in to practice on a one
hectare demonstration farm and a small
nursery that had been constructed in
advance.

Training included developing contour
farming using Vetiver grass, an inttoduced
grass that has been used in Fiji for 50 years.
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It has not become invasive and is
considered safe to introduce in
agricultural systems.

"It is so effective at trapping seiliment it
will eventually create terraces but it is not
widely used in village gardens because
farmers are unaware of the benefits." he'said. "This real1y is grassroots
conservation",

The demonstration farm also
reintroduced traditional Taro varieties
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have a exciting model for integrated forest
and farm management emerging, one that
we will be show casing in other sit'es where
forest is threatened by agriculture'l

Between 2002 and 2005 the Darwin
Initiative supported a project, to identify
Flji's Important Bird Areas which
documented t4 IBAs mainly in the
remaining areas of old-growth forest,.

Most of the IBAs are threatened by the
forest clearance for logging: or subslstence
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_tmt iF6 Dtt%r ilffuud f,o local condltlons
tDd moro rcsl8tant Uo dlseaso than modern
oultlvnrs,

Taro ls a root crop and the sbaple
carbohyrlrnt,o on Paclflc Islands and
relntroduclng old varleties will lmprove
the produt:t , lon and reduce the r lsk of
catast'rophlc orop fallures from disoase.

Arborlculburo was also taught and
native sapllngs wore planted out. Of
special lnterost woro Sandalwood trees
that have hlgh value timbor from which
aromatic olls are extracted, 1.4 were
planted in tho village and special training
was given on the collection and
sermination of seod.

"Sandalwood ls a valuable crop and
could make a roal difference to village
livelihootls but it is rarely managed
sustainably" explained Tuverea.

James added, l'This has been a learning
rrxperience for us as conservationists as
well as for the land owners anct I think we

ag'rlculture and also by alien species.
A subsequent Darwin project

Community-based Conservation Clroups at
Fiji's Key Cohservation Sites focused on
developing Site Support Groups and
community based protected areas on
selected IBAs.

The Darwin Initiative is a British
government funding ag:ency that has
provided funds for a number of projects in
the South Pacific and worked closely with
BirdT,ife in identifying: Important Bird
Area, areas essential for the conservation
of birds and biodiversity.

Additional funding for the workshop
and sustainable farming training was from
the GEF and NZAID funded Small Grants
Programme, implemented by UNDP.

Birdl,ife International is especially
grateful to The Land Use Division, The
Department of Forestry and Secretariat of
the Pacific Community for expert inputs
and supply of materials.
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Saving Natewa's rich biodiversity
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Hdling alorg the proffi coastlirE of Natev{a Bay, t|e second largest bay in the SorttEm Hemisphere, b watch out

for endargrered bird, animal and pbnt species, has be@me an important underbking for the people of Nabv{a and

Tunuloa.

The cdnmunity.has been tasked to bke charge of conseMation because of the litth educatbn local communities have

reeived on FU|S rich biodiversity.

Nats,va and Tunuloa hare embarked on a rylajor awarenes campabn to sa\re sofite of ttE areas' \,Yell-lo\red specks.

And their rcgular disco\reries have reinforced Ste importanc€ d corewation in Fiji and the Pacific ldands, one critical

area of concern with inemational conseirationists.

Internatbnal o(perts ha\€ csne bgeil€r to work with ttE people in tt|e region m cons€rv"ation, on savirE the brcsts

wherc many live, ard pr*ct them aggirEt alien inrdsir€ predatoG, like rats, tiut are erdarE€ring these birds'very

odsterEe. A BidLife Intefi}atbnal community conservation p{Wramme was introducd in the Natstra Penirisula in 2005.

It b€came a dernonst'aton project to proted furesb in tf|e South Pacifrc and qukkened efrrb by Birdlib Internatimal

to intsoduce the programrne to consenrationists fmm bcal oommunitbs in Nateura ard Tunuba and their peers from

French Polynesia and tleu, Caledonh.

lames Milhtt, Birdlife International's senior Techni@l Advisor fur the Pacific Regiory saij a worKhop to prcmote the

corrcept occund in Navetau, NaElva early this month.

*The purpoEe of the v-or*strop nBs b p{o/ide training br our overseas participanb in community oriented conen ation

bchniques, bss widely pratid by our rcgkxlal neilhbqlrs. For locals it was an opporbnity b sto\t{case their

community consewati$ skills," sail Mr Millett.

The Birdufe Inte.national inithtive fucuses on tt|e NatewB and TunulG Important Bird Area (IBA) f|.!t contain

untoEtEd forest a.d is tpme b rare bids such as Silkbil and Orange Dove.

The programme has convined hndowners of the importarE of proftectiru their fiotest it abo resulH in an agreefiEnt

that bar6 commercial bggirB and dher non-srstainable actirritis, as wdl m protectirE the ar€ from forest fircs.

Today, at least eleven llabqali ftom the Nabwa Ar€a have collectively agr€ed to Fotect over 6fi)0ha of their forcst over

a @n-)€ar period.

"TtE undertakirg by ttE hndourners means that they are also prffiirg their fre$ water supplies, their food, ard their

fisheri:s ard through their efurts in proEcting the lard minimhe fbod damagp ard ero6ion'

"Thb b grassroots @nsenratbn at 
-lb 

firEst," said Mr. t'lillett.

TfE workshop was funded by the British Gorernmenfs Darwin Initiative and by the Aarg V lensen Fourdation, acti\€ in

tunding brcst sites in FUi.

Thb v!€ek, Elitdle Internatbnal sbed fEt t|ere haw been rare discovedes of a unique Pacific tird in Solomon Idards.

"The recent disco\rery of the Vanikoro WhiFq/e rcinforces ttte importance of consenration in tte island countries, sail

Don SEwart, Direcbr d Bildtjh's FbcirE Partnership secretariat.

Tt|e discovery was rnade by a team of experb t|at was ld by Dr. Guy Dutson of Bildufe Australia (a Brdlib partr€r

organizatbn in Australia). They burd t€ bird on Vanikoro.

It is clcely relaEd to FdiS long leqged Warbhr.

Mr Stewart sakl that tfe discovery of ttrc lyhit+€ye, gouplqd with the redisco\rery of birds that were thought extinct (ike

tE Lorg{egg€d warbkr in Fiji) stesses the importarrce of pfoffi$ng tne habiht wt|ere these birds ha\te been found'

.We contin€ to work with tlre people in the regbn on cors.rvatipn, on saving the fiorsls where many of ttEse species

live, and by pro6ectir8 them agEinst alien irn asive predators. like rats, that are erdarperirg ttcse birds'very odstence,"
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he added.

'The rccrt @mmitsnert by brdowners b protect orer 5,000 hectares d their native furest in tt€ remoe ilaEvra
FenirEula on Fiji's semtd larg€st islard vanua Levu. is a r€flectbn of incr€$d awareness of the need fur coriserv-dtion.

Mr sEl,vart sait ttte dimtery illustrabs trow k'tth b knovn about tbdiversity in ttE idands, espechlv in MetarEsia.

'live bdieve d|:|t ttete arc morc undisconered bird species in the islands. Finding them is an orgoing effiort as u,e
oelore the marry ffi, w€dards, ard stFrelines in tlE rcgion," sail t{r Ste!,yarL

The nerv bird was named after Vanikoro Island. Its full name is Vaniloo WhiFeye Zocterops gibbsi; the scient'ft name
gibbsi b in honcx.rr of the first per$n b se tt|e .Er\r speci:s, Davi, Gibb&
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BirdAIe litternationatcommunity, coitvmotian progrumme has become a ilemonsfration project that horys to ti,, 
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A Birtllife International
community conservation
prog:ramme introduced in the
remote Natewa Peninsula in 2005
has become a demonstration
projegit. that is hoped to be a
model for the protection of
foxests in the South Pacific,
according to James MiIlett,
Birdlife International's Senior
Technioal Advisor.for the Pacific
Region.

The programme was

in-frod.uced to 40 participants
from Fiji, F?ench Polynesia and
New Caledonia at a two-day
workshop held in Navetau,
Natewa.

"The purpose of the wo.rkshop
was to provide training: for our
overgeas participants in
community oriented

community conserva,tion skills,"
saitl Mr Miilett. The Birdlife
International initiative focuses
on the Natewa and Tunuloa
Important Bird Area (IBA) that
contain untouched forest and is
home to rare birds such as
Silktail and Orange Dove.

fire community conservatlon
prog:ramme started in 2005
convinced landownerg. at that
time, 

'of 
the importance of

protecting: their forest and

resultod in an agreement tbat
bans commercial logging and
other non-sustainable activiti.es"
as well as protecting tbe area
from forest fires.

As a result of the workshop, Ll
Mataqali from the area agreed to
protect over 6000ha of their
forest over a ten-year perioal
reinforcing the 2005 agreernent.

"The undertaking by 
-the

landowners means that they are
also protecting their fresh water

supplies, their footl, and their
fisheries and thrflrgh their
efforts ln protectlng: the land
minimize flood damage and
erosion. This is grassroots
conservation at its flnest," said
Mr. Millett.

The workshop was funded by
the British Government's
Darwin Initiative and by the
Aarg V Jensen Foundation,
active i.n funding forest sites in
Fiji.

conservation techniques, less
widely practiced by our regional
neighbours. For lbcals it was an
opportunity to showcase their
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Paclflc
blds
face

sillndlon

Ihe
Pocific
region,

comprised of
the Pocific

lslonds, Australio
and NZ,

hos fhe "dubious
honour"

of hoving
fhe hfghesf

, bird
extinction
rqte in the

world
Rimatara brtkeet

oili,33H"'il."*31i.
extlnction zlre to be fbund in
f . h a  P q  n i l i r .  r o o i n n

includin g' Australia and
New Zealand.

This is according to a
new Red List report
publis,hed by IUCN
(Int,ernational Union for
Conservation ol Nature) in
partnership with Birdlife
International.

The reporl is issued
orrorrr  fnrr  r  rroq nq

Ilirdl ife Internabional is
a global alliance of
conservaLion groups
working in more than 100
countri es and Lerrilories,
As lhe definibive aubhority
on the staLus of birds, it
supports l l , rcN in compil ing
tho Bir:ci Red List.

.l'he l-ist makes "grim
reading" according t;o Don
SLc',{'arL. llirdl,ife
InLernal i  onal 's Reg ional
I) iL' trctol fbr the Pacif ic^_-_.

countrles.
'Another danger posing a

real threat to the survival of
bhe reg1on's birds is the
introduction of predators
such as rats, mongoose and
the Brown Tree Snake to
isLands.

"The Brown Tree Snake
shows the destruction
predators can cause.
Acciclentally lntroduced
inNo Guam, probably in
cargo, this voracious
predator eats birds eggs and
chicks and has resulted in
the destruction of almosb
every species of bird on
Guam.

These snakes now appear
to be spreading to
neighbouring island.s.

Mr Stewart said that
conservation elforts can
make a difference.

"We are working with our
regional partners to
implement programmes to
protect endangered species
and we have met with some



sljo()ies o{' bir'ds wor'ld-wide
now  t , h r t i r l  onOd  w iLh
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c o n t l r r i s r , r l  o l  l  h o  I t i t l i l i t :
l s l i t t t t i s .  , \ r r s l  n t l t r t .  a l ) ( l  N l w
Z t ' a l i t t t i l .  l ) l t s  t . t t ( '  r l u l t t t t t t s
I t r . r r ror-r r"  o l  h i lv ins t ,ht :
h ighcst  b i lc l  cxt , jnct ion latc
in Lhe wor lc l .

'l lhlee hundlecl and
eighty- fbul  b i rc l  species in
rhe r.egion arc threalenecl,
with 44 of t.hese (25 per cent
of ' t .he wor ld 's [o la])  c lassed
as cf i l  i0al ly  enclangered.
meaning Lhey are only one
s t , ( , p  away  f r \ )m  0 . x t  i r t c ' t . i r t n .

M I  S t  0w1 I | 1 .  sa . i ( l  l . h i r t .
! . h ( ' s ( ,  l  i ; t u r ' ( ) s  s t t o t t l t l  l t c
nla.r ' rn in i j  l ,o i t , l l  o f  us who
l i v c  i t r  t , l t r t  l og ton .

' 'Wr:  s l roul t i  l )e very
worncci abouL Lhe
oxl incLion of  our b i ld
sper:ies anci should Lake
acLion Lo taokle the
rcasons.

"'ft)0 cicsLruclion of bircl
habiLal,s - t.hose areas where
bi l r is  l ivc -  is  a.  pal t , i r :u la l
oonoo|n.  wi  t ,h t ic fo|ost ;a l ion
l . tc ing a kcy rcason in ma,ny
Sou Lh-wesLei'n I'acifi c

In French Polynesia, the
Malquesan Imperial Pigeon
hus br:cn lakrtn off bhe
Crlt , l t :al  l let lbl lowlnS Lhe
succ{,lrg of a r:onservation
l)r'oi.l|arnrne |un b.y MANU
Iti |d.Life's par' lner in bhe
country

In New Zealand, the
Litt]e Spotted.Kiwi has
been taken off the
threatened list as a result of
a number of birds being
transferred to islands free of
predators.

Of significant
importance, aocording to
Ml  s l ( 'w ' r . r '1 . .  i s  the  "Spec ies
Cuarrl ian lnit lat ive"
Iaunched iry RirdLil'e where
a local organisat; ion
becomes'fht:  Guart l iart of a
threatened bird.

So far. two organisations
have signed up bo become
Guardians for three of lhe
Pacific's raresb birds: the
Fiji Petrel, l'ahiti Monarch
and Polynesian Ground
Dove.

,W u rq u e su r t I ntp e ria I ltig eo n
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By KELEM SERELINI

ffi:l ome of the world's most spectacu-
ffiiilar parrot species live in the Fiji
&a*,ff''Islands, but they could soon join

the world list of extinct birds if their main
predator is not eradicated.

Although there are a number of reasons
why parrot populations are dwinclling, the
main cause is the black rat, an introduced
species that climbs up to nests and eats
eggs and chicks, The rats have also been
found to have a devasLating impact on bio-
diversity

Suva-based BirdLife International
Pacific has been monitoring the disap-
pearance of theSe birds and working on
ways to stop them from becoming extinct.

Fortunately for the bircls, the Pacific
Parrot, in particula\ a donation of
$719,000 from the British Birdfair will be
used to protect the parrots in the region.

The small parrots of the Pacific islancls
are thought to have been the worst affect-
ed by the accidental introduction of the
black rat.

Many of the small parrots have already
been lost from French Polynesia and the
Cook Islands.

However, for bigger Islands such as Fiji
and New Caledonia, parrot populations
have retreated deeper into the forests, but
dould eventually clisappear altogether.

Birtllife's regional representative, Mr
Don Stewart, said that the money from
the Brlttsh Birdfalr - a major annual event
in Eng:land - would be used ln a number of

projects aimed at protecting parrot popu-
lations.

"We expect to begin protecling those
endangered parrot-breeding sites from
black rats, their main predators, that are
literally devastatiug paryot populations,"
he said.

It has been confirmed that the Cook
Islands, tr'rench Polynesia, New Caledonia,
Samoa and Fiji will focus on five endan-
gered pamot species.

These include the Ultramarine
Lorlkeet ln French Polynesta and the
Uvea Parakeet ln New Caledonla.

The Ultramarlne lJorlkeet relntro-

ducecl population now survives on Ua-
huka in the Marquees Island.

Unfortunately, population of the birds
on the other islAnds have been tatal wipeal
out by rats since mid1970's.

The money received is going to be used
for training staffs and equip batting sta-
tions to ensure rats are kept away.

Mr Stewart said that efforts would also
be directeil toward assisting in the
translocation of the endangered species of
the Rimatara Lorikeets, presently found
on only one island in French Polynesla.

Some of the blrds wlll be rolocated to
a,nother lsland ln the Oook Islands.
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In additi-on, a search is to be mounted in
Eiji, as part of the project, to attempt to
Iocate the Red-thrtated r,orikeet, which
has not been sighted for more than 10
years.

According to Birdlife Pacific senior
technical adviser James Millet that the
Red-throated Lorikeet have always been
regarded as rare,aud:.is only found in Fiji.

He s4id surveys th'h,t were carried out in
2001 to 2003 have not been successful as the
bird was nowhere to be found.

The bird is known to wander by follow-
ing period of trees,

The Fiji Birdlife Pacific prog'ramme
team believes that " if we can find the flow-
ering trees, we can find the bird."

Mr Don said there were 37 critically
endangered bircls in the South Pacific out
of a staggering 289 globally that are
threatened with extinction.

"That is why events like the 2006 British
Birdfair are so important for organisa-
tions like ours. For 18 years, this annual
three-day event has hosted thousands
upon thousands of visitors with a special
ernphasis on the worldwide protection of
threatened bird species," Mr Stewa,rt said.

"Each year, the Birdfair organisers
select a reglon to help bird conservation
projects, this year, it was the South
Pacific and the "Saving of the Pacific
Parrots'.

"Bjrdl,ife is extremely grateful to the
bird falr org:anlsors for their generosity
and commltment ln helplng us achleve a
great deal towa,rde blrd consorvatlon
around the world."
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tior to ettmct petrelB to an acc$aible Gau, Th€ l8land slso trase1ot of iguua8 foreBt wjth Btulted for€Bl ob ri(lge toDs . ;co toudsm to c&t€r for iDtereBted
location and to enable them to obtain aDd tJ1€ Ftliaa 8"ound fros ald studies and inc.1ud6 some of the world,B loweBt ornltholoelsts,
morc info!:mtion f.om grounded birdB i also sugEBst tbet th€ lsltnd hai a htih altitude mort&ne cloud foreBt otr the lieh Furthermore eau tg arso home to
tos€tler vith an iDitiative to Drotect tJle : numbgr of €rdemlc plants. exposod slop6s. T'at Derr€I lrldch te ctass€d as s nes,r,
higblandB of Gau whor€ tlt$e potreh are : And g,lt3r 100 ysars of ltttle cons€na- On th6 coDseF&tion of th€ Fiji Detrel, thr€abebed specieB but thls Detrel may b6
beli6@d to n€Bt. tlor on the lsland thorc ls rcnewod 6fort , Birdlife I'lji bolt€!€s that it i3 lik€ry to be also b€ possibly foutral in Kadavu aldgo far, they have been abl6 to colt6ct , towaltla determlnins tJle stahls altd coD- depordent o! the coitml of som6 invsiv€ Taveull,
a!r.t& lroh one petrl but overs+l theE Do : servatlo! needs of tbe Flll Petrel. It w's alien Fedaiors. Ii has b€6n found that Loc&ls us€ t&e bir.rstwldte featJlefs for
furthe! information iB availeble fom in 1855 tbat they took tbe type sl)eclmen , smaU peifls acro3s the reorld s,r6 virlneF fshlDs purpolss e,nd iKadaw they cook
wucb they oourd a33e3s th€ Bt&tus of the , on qau and lD April 1984 a reali8eovely oI a : able to predauon at tb€ nast by wild o. Bpecial meab out of tl1ls bird lor dlstl!-
IlUi petrel. : further 6isht recofits ot the Detrel intuoduced cats, p1s6. and rats a.trd lt was sulsbed vkitors.
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Mongoose and humans push rare beauties to the brink
":s, in: i i ' l : { !  i j i  has l t , l rout, 11 bit t l  spccit ls
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.,,r,iilis,., olassified as near threatened.
And if nothing is done to protect them,

they wouid be among the list of extinct
birds in the world.

There are 27 naLional endemic species
while another ten species are shared with
some of our neighbouring islands.

Currently X'iji has B? species of breeding
birds and 59 0f these are mostly forest birds,
19, breeding sea birds, 11 introduced from
other countries and three are now extinct
due to predation by man or mongoose.

Another 52 bird species only visit Fiji,
they do not nest here and most occur in
small numbers - 29 are non-breeding
seabird visitors which are usually only seen
at sea and 22 are non-breeding shorebird
visitors and usualiy seen along the coast.

Some of the near extinct ones have not
been sighted for years and one of them is
our local Recl-throated Lorikeet (Kulaiwai)
anil the Fiji Petrel (Kacau ni Gau), said
Birdiife International's rdgional
representative in the Pacific, Mr Don
Stewart.

The reil-throated Lorikeet has not been
sighted from 2002 to 2003 but peoplo in
Taveuni believe they have heard it or seen it
but there has been no proof yet.

Another bird that has been in extinct is
the Barred-winged Rail or Saca.

The near threatened ones are Silktail
(Sisi), Masked Shining Parrot (Kaka),
Tahiti Petrei, Whistling Dove (Soqeta),

Cjol la|ed Petrel ( I iu,L:au) and Kadavu
Fantail. Birdlife has done a three- year
research project to idenlify sites for bird
conservation in Fiji and these are now
known as Important Bird Areas.

It, has no legal basis but, it provides a
strong scientific justification for the
conservation of these areas.

About 14 sites have been identified and
these comprise of natural forests on the
island of Viti Levu, Taveuni, Kadavu and
Galu, Rotuma, Ogea and Vatu-i-R,a, which
has Fiji's biggest soabird nesting colony.

And to conserve these areas there has to
be measures on preventing the entry of
Indian mongoose to Taveuni, Kadavu and
Gau islands. In logging areas, a standard
should be set to be followed and wildfire
management through dialogue with
landowners, operators and government.

Planting of new mahogany and other
cash crop to degraded forest and converted
land should be restricted.

New invasive alien species should be
prevented from entering the country and
islands and environmental awareness
programmes be carried out oxtensivelJ4

Bircllife International aims to work with
Iandowners to promote conservation
awareness and action and to help the
government and all people of Fiji to ensure
the survival of these birds and other
wildiife for the future generations of F iji.

T'he Natewa and Tunuloa peninsula has
suffered extensive logging, which continues
around the IBA. Logging is often
unsustainable, leading to increased

numbers of invasive alien species as well as
degraded forest.

And the impact of of unsustainable
logging on drinking water quality marine
resources irr Natewa Bay and other
environmental ploblems, irave lead a
number of the mataqall ln at least four
villages around the IBA to seek assistance
for forest conservatlon.

In opening the British Birdfair in
central England this year, Fiji's Hierh
Commissioner to the United Kingdom,
Emitai Boladuadua said many bird species
have gone extinct.'A staggering 289 globally-threatened
birds live in the Pacific of which 37 are
critically-endangered - a quarter of the
world's total. Many species are feared to
have gone extinct in recent times," he said.

The Fair, focuses on birds and wildlife
concerns, offering over 300 exhibits, pius
seminars, and lectures, with its primary
purpose to raise money for bird
conservation pro jects worldwide.

Mr Boladuadua, in his address,
mentioned the Pacific's Rimatara
Lorikeet, Ultramarine Lorikeet and Uvea
Parakeet as critically endangered and
"Fiji's own Red-throated Lorikeet, a
species that has not been seen for years".

To address this "critical danger,
especially to the parrots", Mr Boladuadua
said that the money raised from the
Birdfair would go to Saving The Pacific
Parrots, a project proposed by Birdlife
International through its regional, Fiji-
based office Birdlife International Pacific
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Par' lnershi p Secre La r i  al .
Birdlife International's regional

representative in the Pacific, Don Stewart,
said the project would be coordinated by hls
office in Suva.

The Saving the Pacific's Parrots project
wili be launched in 2007 ln the island
countries of Fiji, Cook Islands, French
Polynesia, New Caledonia and Samoa.

"The Birdfair-funded project will centre
on piotecting endangered bild breeding
sites from black rats, the main pred.ators
that are litorally devastating the parrol
population," said Mr Stewart.

"The project would also assist in the
relocation of a number of Rimatara
Lorikeets now found only in French
Polynesia to the Cook Islands to increase
the parrots'chances of survival."

However. Birdlife International states
that two main reasons for consorving I'iji's
biodiversity is: Our moral obligations to
ensure that future generations of Fijians
can share the natural would that we
currently enjoy and that is all of its species
and natural habitats are beautiful and
spiritually uplifting and link us with our
traditional cultures and beliefs.

The second reason is the utilitarian
justification that natural ecosystems
provide Fiji with a huge amount of free
services such as ilrinking water, hydro-
electric power, soil conservation, fish, wild
pigs, yams,ferns, traditional medicines and
others. In particular, Fiji's largest industry,
tourism, depends on Fiji's clean and
aitractive environment.
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